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CABLING CONCEPTS

I HAD NO IDEA IT WAS SO COMPLICATED!!!!

By David J. Spaedy

Staples Communications - Div. Of Staples Inc.

(954) 975-9668  Ext. 3069

Companies relocate every day to new locations.  But how many have the foresight to forecast the importance of their communications infrastructure? Have you thought about the cabling that will connect your phone system and computer network?  If you don't ask these questions upfront, you could be paying for it down the road when the information superhighway puts an onramp at your office door! 

For most companies at present, the telephone system and computer network are separate entities.  But, just as voice mail was futuristic 10 years ago, integration of computer and telephone networks is happening today and is the way business will be done tomorrow.  

To prepare for this, be sure that your computers and telecommunications cabling design gives you room to take advantage of changing technologies.  Category 3 Cable for voice and Category 5 Cable for data networks (LAN) are sufficient to start and should take you a few years down the road. However, as more and more companies tie into the Internet and set up larger networks, higher speed cable will be needed to accommodate the changes.  Category 5E (extended) is popular with network administrators and Category 6 is right around the corner as the next standard for  LAN/WAN (Local Area Network/ Wide Area Network) technology.  

When making relocation decisions, company executives should ask the questions important to your telecom manager and computer network administrator:

· Do we need fiber optic cabling for access to public data networks (Frame Relay, ATM, Internet)?

· Is cabling in place that will accommodate our needs?

· If there is existing cable, what category is it and how old is it?  If it is too old for your current network, who will be paying to have it removed?

· If the building is a high rise, examine the cable supply in the communications riser closet.  Is there room for growth as communication needs expand?  

Average cost of running new cable is $125 - $150 per drop, assuming 2 cables containing voice and data. The time to settle on who is paying is before the lease is signed.

Bottom Line: Ask the right questions before you move to avoid paying more money down the road. If in doubt, contact a communications consultant with cabling infrastructure background for valuable advice.
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For more information regarding this article, please contact Michael Coretz at mailto:Michael@cretucson.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:Michael@cretucson.com"
, or call: 1-520-299-3400, or my website www.commercial-real-estate-tucson.com
